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DEFINITION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

Civil society refers to the arena of uncoerced collective action around shared interests, purposes and values. In theory, its institutional forms are distinct from those of the state, family and market, though in practice, the boundaries between state, civil society, family and market are often complex, blurred and negotiated. Civil society commonly embraces a diversity of spaces, actors and institutional forms, varying in degree of formality, autonomy and power. Civil societies are often populated by organizations such as registered charities, development non-governmental associations, community groups, women’s organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations, trades unions, self-help groups, social movements, business associations, coalitions and advocacy groups.
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Civil society activity:

· voluntary, uncoerced  participating, self-governing
· discursive, deliberative, communicative processes of setting goals and means of activities 
· varying degree of formality (formal associations – informal groups)
Functions of civil society; civil society offers a place for citizens
· to formulate and organize their interests and values and to turn them into collective action (political function)
· to create and to help to deliver vital human services (health, education, councelling, aid to the poor, etc. (service function)
· to empower the disadvantages, and to bring unaddressed problems to public attention (empowerment function)
· to give expression to artistic, religious, cultural, ethnic, social, and recreational impulses of individuals (expressive funcions)
· to build community and foster the bonds of trust and reciprocity (community building function)
· to mobilize individual initiative in the pursuit of the common good

· to develop social and societal innovations
